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of India contemplated or agreed to the extinguishment of
his right to disband the Contingent at any future time.
Your Excellency, as a jurist and a lawyer of great eminence
will, I feel sure, agree with me in the view that my fore-
fathers, up to the reign of Nizam Afzal-ud-Dawlah, did not
consent to any arrangement which might throw the slightest
doubt upon their right to exercise their discretion as to the
redemption and the restoration of the Berars to their
House, whenever all the dues were satisfied and the need
for the maintenance of the Contingent, in their judgment,
ceased to exist.

My grandfather, the Nizam Afzal-ud-Dawlah died in
1869, and was succeeded by my father, the Nizam Mir
Mahboob Ali Khan, who, at the time of his accession, was
an infant only three years of age. On account of the
Ruler's infancy, Sir Salar Jung became the Regent with
the Amir-i-Kabir as co-Regent. In the year 1872, the
Regent Ministers proposed to the Government of India that
a capital sum, sufficient to secure the payment for the
maintenance of the Contingent Force on the footing of the
purposes declared in the Treaty of 1853, be accepted from
the Hyderabad State, and the assigned districts be restored
to the administration and government of the Nizam. The
proposal was declined, among other grounds, on that of
" inconvenience of discussing questions of this kind, while
the Nizam, in whose behalf they are professedly raised, is
himself a minor."

Full powers of Government came into the hands of
my father in the year 1884 when he attained the age of
eighteen years. In 1902, Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy,
raised the question of the Berars on his own initiative.
The more I examine the transactions which followed, the
more convinced I am of their invalidity. My father abhorred
the suggestion of an assignment in perpetuity no less intensely
than his forefathers. The overtures of the Government of
India, in the form of proposals, were made to my father by
Colonel (afterwards Sir David) Barr, the then Resident at
the Court of Hyderabad, about the end of January, 1902.
Within eight weeks came the historic visit of Lord Curzon